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What is waste?

“[A]ny substance or object which the holder discards or intends or is
required to discard” (European Commission 2012, 9).

A sociological understanding of waste allows
us to...
• explore waste as contingent on factors such as time, society,
geographical location and political regime.
• explore the intimate link between our understanding of waste and
practices of waste management.

Rubbish Theory: The creation and destruction
of value (Thompson, 1979)
Thompson divides objects into three categories:
• transient
• durable
• rubbish

Investigating...
the status of electronic waste (e-waste) as a risk and as a resource in
relation to the concept of circular economy.

Previous research:
The concept of the circular economy reflects the shift from waste as
problem to waste as resource.
(Neyland and Simakova 2012; Corvellec and Hultman 2012; Hultman and Corvellec 2012).

The EU’s adoption of the concept of circular economy in relation to ewaste builds pretty much on a marketization of e-waste (conveying ewaste as a resource) and an internalization of this market (e-waste
management is supposed to take place within the borders of the EU).
(Gregson, Crang, Fuller, and Holmes 2015; Kama 2015)

Findings
The status of e-waste as a risk and as a resource is spatially bound.

Internalization of e-waste management
“We buy essentially from European traders and US traders because it
feels... it's safer then.”

“The scrap you buy, it's really important to find out where it's from. We
are confident that when it comes to [names of two electronic recycling
companies within the EU] there is no child labor in the background, but
if you are out in the open market, only trading electronic scrap, you can
get electronic scrap, for example, from Ghana . Oh, then it can be a
child worker who sort that iron scrap, or that electronic scrap. And we
put down a lot of energy trying to make sure we avoid any such
business, but much of this material comes through different traders,
more or less serious, and here one has to be really careful.”

E-waste as a risk and as a resource
“There is a huge flow to Africa and other countries, illegally, with
electronics, instead of taking care of this in Europe and getting paid and
using the raw materials in the best possible way. You have probably
seen pictures of the terrible handling in Africa.”
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